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General Robert J. Sunell to
Speak at Eugene Reunion

T
he honored guest speaker at the

Eighteenth Reunion Banquet will

be Retired General Robert J.

Sunell, U. S. Army.  Robert J. Sunell

entered the military service in 1953 and

retired 33 years later as a Major General,

United States Army. He served in Korea,

Vietnam and Germany. 

General Sunell received a Bachelor of

Science Degree in Education

Administration from the University of

Nebraska and a Master of Science Degree

in Communications from Shippensburg

State College. He is a graduate of the US

Marine Corps Command and Staff

College and the US Army War College. 

General Sunell has commanded both

Infantry and Armor units in peace and war.

He was the Deputy Director, Cavalry

Scout Study, Director, Armored Family of

Vehicles Task Force, Deputy Program

Manager, XM-1 Tank, Commanding

General of the Army Training Support

Center during the development of the

National Training Center, and later,

Program Manager, US Army Tank

Systems. He has been a leader in the

development of conceptual use of artifi-

cial intelligence in warfare. 

In the international arena, General

Sunell was an exchange officer with the

British Army and Program Manager advi-

sor for “Tank 88,” a Korean indigenous

tank. He also chaired the US German and

US British Tank Standardization and

Please turn to SUNELL on page 3

The Blackhorse
in Eugene
by Adrian Vaaler, 
Eugene Reunion Chair

Next summer is not too far away

for the 18th annual reunion of the

11thACVVC. I hope you will be able

to come to Eugene, Oregon for this

reunion. The major events have been

scheduled, including the Memorial

Service, Banquet and Bunker parties.

Other events will include membership

meetings, VA service presentations and

side tours

Here’s a rundown by day of

presently scheduled activities.

Wednesday, July 30 
Side tours offered (see page 6).

Thursday, July 31
Side tours offered. Bunker Party at

the Eugene Hilton.

Thurday, July 31
12th Annual Marty Ognibene Golf

Tournament at Tokatee Golf Club up

the McKenzie River about an hour

from Eugene (rated one of the top 25

public golf courses in the country-see

pg 18). Joe Coopet is Golf Tournament

Director (Phone: 651-578-2857). 

Please turn to EUGENE on page 4

Guest speaker at the 18th National Reunion banquet,
General Robert J. Sunell, U. S. Army (Ret)
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I
hope all of

you had a

great holiday

season and are

having a great

2003. January 01,

2003, will be my

final year as your

President. These

last five years

have been very

rewarding. Over

these five years

I’ve had a terrific group of Blackhorse

Troopers “covering my back”. I’m

speaking of the other three Officers and

the three Directors of 11 ACVVC. These

guys have made my job so much easier.

They have made our organization one of

the best veteran unit organizations in the

country! I’m talking about John Sorich,

our Vice President, Bill Holford our

Treasurer, Frank Cambria our Secretary;

our Directors, Eric Newton, Chuck

Schmidt, and Mike Forbes. When you

see these guys at the upcoming reunion,

let them know how much you appreciate

their work. They spend countless hours

each day and I mean every day of the

year working for our organization. 

There are others who are not Officers

and Directors who contribute many

hours and days for 11 ACVVC. Rod

George and his wife Elida run our

Quartermaster store, they had over

$72,000 in sales for 2002. Bill Gregory

our newsletter editor, Warren Swinford

who runs our Membership committee,

Rick O’Dell who heads our Veteran

Service committee, Gene Johnson and

Steve Page who assure our reunions are

the greatest. We have one of the best

websites on the internet because of

troopers like Otis Carey and Pete Echon.

Jim Murray contacts our KIA families

and gets them to our reunions. Let’s not

forget our Chaplain, Larry Haworth who

has given us guidance and direction for

so many years. I can go on and on with

the Blackhorse troopers who make our

organization a “smooth running

machine”. Thanks from the bottom of

my heart.

We will be conducting elections at

the Eugene reunion. See John Sorich’s

article in the following pages regarding

the rules for conducting our elections.

Be thinking of qualified troopers who

might be candidates for these important

positions. The offices of President, Vice

President, Secretary, Treasurer and one

Board position are going to be selected

at the business meeting.

I just received my latest VFW nation-

al magazine and was thumbing through

it when I came upon a story about mili-

tary reunions and how much good these

reunions do for veterans, especially war

veterans. Without reading the article, I

can vouch for the title. I’ve been to

every reunion except Nashville. I know

how much good it does to come to a

reunion, see old buddies, laugh/cry

together, and talk about the bad times

and the good times. 

Many of our troopers who come to a

reunion let us know how they enjoyed

the camaraderie and how it was good to

be able to talk about our time of war.

They feel good about our service for our

country and for our historic Blackhorse

Regiment. For those of you who have

wanted to come to a reunion and just

haven’t been able to push yourself to get

there, do so and do so NOW!! Don’t

wait until you physically can’t get to one

and wish you had. They are addic-

tive…..just ask anyone who has been to

one.

Like in past years, this issue of

Thunder Run is being sent to everyone

on our roster who served with us in

Vietnam and Cambodia. This “freebee”

is being sent to you for two reasons.

First, we want you to join up and get

back in contact with your old buddies

again and second, we want to continue

being in contact with you. Some of your

buddies could be looking for you at this

moment and sometime in the future, you

may want to find your buddies you

served with in the 11th Cav. So, we want

to be there for you when you are ready.

Try us out for a year and I bet you’ll

want to continue your membership with

us.

Your Officers and Directors will be

heading for a mid-year meeting at

Cibolo Ranch in southwest Texas

February 15. We will meet for three

days to discuss items that affect the

future of our organization and to discuss

the day-to-day business of 11 ACVVC.

Please continue to support your

scholarship program through donations

of money and/or items to be donated for

our silent auction that we have at each

reunion. In 2002, we were able to give

scholarships to 14 members of our

Blackhorse family. 

Notice that we have placed the

Registration form in this issue for the

Eugene, Oregon reunion. The dates are

July 31 Aug 3, 2003. Sign up early and

please, please make your hotel reserva-

tions now. Our reunion site chairman,

Adrian Vaaler has all the info you need

to get you to the great Northwest!!

Check out his article with all the reunion

information. The Reunion Committee

has completed its budget and is pleased

to announce the registration rate of

$55.00 per attendee. We are expecting at

least 1,000 to attend.

We are still in need of volunteers for

your organization. We continue to look

for someone to run our Membership

program. Help for the reunion is always

needed, both from our registration desk

and our Quartermaster Store. Let any of

the Officers or Directors (on page 3)

know if you would like to help 11

ACVVC continue to grow and become

the best advocate for those troopers who

served with us.

Until next time,

ALLONS!!

From The Command Track
By Ollie Pickral, President 

Ollie Pickral, President
11th ACVVC

We are still in need of volunteers
for your organization. We contin-
ue to look for someone to run our
Membership program. Help for
the reunion is always needed,
both from our registration desk
and our Quartermaster Store.

1st Quarter, 2003 Thunder Run



Thunder Run 1st Quarter, 2003

3

11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia (11ACVVC)
Thunder Run (©2000 11th ACVVC) is the official publication of The 11th Armored Cavalry's Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia (11th
ACVVC), 1602 Lorrie Drive, Richardson, TX 75080-3409. Telephone (972) 235-6542; a notforprofit organization. It is published four times a
year by Finisterre Publishing Incorporated, PO Box 70346, Beaufort, SC 29907 (finisterre@islc.net) for members of the organization. All rights
reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any way without the written consent of the 11th ACVVC. 
Thunder Run covers present and future interests of the organization that includes membership and reunion information, various fund raising
activities, and other items relative to the membership. Submissions are welcome and encouraged. All correspondence or inquiries should be
made in writing to: Editor, “Thunder Run,” C.E. “Bill” Gregory Jr, 720 Ashbrook Dr., Hixson, TN 37343-1285 <Battle46A@comcast.net>
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1602 Lorrie Dr. 
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(972) 235-6542 <ktrp11acr@aol.com>
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(512) 451-2618 <atrp26@msn.com>

Board Member Charles L. Schmidt, (I Troop 3/11, 67-68) 
15110 Jessie Drive 
Colorado Spgs CO 80921 
(719) 487-0291 <Colusaret@yahoo.com>

Board Member Eric L. Newton, (K Troop 3/11, 68-69)
PO Box 73 
Grapevine TX 76099 
(817) 410-2226 <armor11acr@aol.com>

Board Member Michael R. Forbes, (A Troop 1/11, 69-70) 
776 Diane Drive 
Cincinnati OH 45245 
(513) 752-6622 <michael.r.forbes@lmco.com>

Chaplain Lawrence E. Haworth, (HHT 2/11, 69-70) 
176 Rainbow Dr., #7627 
Livingston, TX 77399 
<lehaworth@aol.com>

Public Affairs Eric L. Newton, (K Troop 3/11, 68-69)
PO Box 73 
Grapevine TX 76099 
(817) 410-2226 <armor11acr@aol.com>

Membership Chair Warren N. Swinford, (D Co I/11, 68-69)
2300 VV 400 S 
Claton IN 46118 
(317) 539-7096 <wswinf0l@aol.com>

Quartermaster Rodney H. George, (HOW 3/11 66-67)
21450 W Ninemile Rd
Huson MT 59846 <RHG1EKG2@aol.com>

Editor C. E. “Bill” Gregory Jr, (H Co 2/11, 69-70, HHT 2/11, 70) 
720 Ashbrook Dr., 
Hixson, TN 37343-1285
(423) 842-4901 <Battle46A@comcast.net>

Internet Coord. Otis Carey (F Troop, 2/11, 71-72)
PO Box 124 
Ekron, KY 40117 
(270) 828-2512 <otis@keysales.com

Website Manager Pete Echon (F Troop, 2/11, 69-70)
1624 Kenneth Ave
Arnold, PA 15068-4219
(724) 335-8396 <ftroop@sqi.net

Service Chair Richard E. O'Dell, (919th Engr, 68-69) 
5309 Golden Circle NE 
Roanoke VA 24012 
(540) 977-1990 cptnric@aol.com

Reunion Chair 2003 Adrian H. Vaaler
2610 Baker Blvd.
Eugene, OR 97403-2113 
(541) 344-2113 <BlackhorseEugene@aol.com>

Reunion Committee Chair Steve Page
396 Pleasant St
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 534-0720 <stephen.r.page@verizon.com

Harmonization program, and he has

worked closely with the Israeli and

Swedish research and development com-

munity. Currently he is a member of the

Saab sponsored Swedish Science Council. 

Upon retirement from active duty,

General Sunell founded Suonperra, Inc.

and has been a contract professional for

several companies involved in training

simulation, robotics, composites and

armaments for future combat vehicles. He

has been on the Steering Committee of the

Center for Strategic and International

Studies, Washington, D.C., for the

Defense Industrial Base Study and the

future of Armor/Anti-Armor Warfare. He

was also an advisor to the Army Science

Board on “Close Combat (Heavy)

Training Strategies for the 1990’s” and

The Future Tank Study. Currently, General

Sunell is a consultant for Armor/Anti-

Armor and Virtual Simulation programs

with the Institute for Defense Analyses. 

General Sunell was appointed as a con-

sultant to the Army Science Board’s “Tank

Modernization” Study and to a three- year

term as a member of AUSA’s Advisory

Board of Directors and assigned to the

Land Warfare Committee. 

General Sunell holds numerous awards

for valor and service. 

SUNELL from page 1

WANTED: REUNION VOLUNTEERS

Your reunion committee needs you. Voulnteers are needed to help in every aspect of

your reunion. Drivers for a 15 passenger van, eugene airport greeters, amtrak station

greeters, memorial service guides, registration desk, silent auction.

The success of these events depends on the assistance of all members. If you are will-

ing to assist and still have a great time at the reunion. Please fill out the form below

and send to the people listed.

Name ______________________________________________________________

Date and hours available ______________________________________________

Type of work preferred ________________________________________________

Contact number, e-mail address or phone number __________________________

Adrian Vaaler, Site Chairman
2610 Baker Blvd.
Eugene, OR 97403   (E-mail:  blackhorseeugene@aol.com)
All replies will be sent on to Bob and Barb Moreno, Volunteer Coordinators
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We all made it through

the holidays, and are

getting ready for another

exciting year. This issue of your newsletter is

devoted to getting the word out for the

Eugene Reunion, and we do hope that you

can make plans to be there. This year we

elect officers, selecting those who will lead

the 11th ACVVC for the next several years.

Your participation in that important decision

is valuable to all of us. 

I remember in the old western movies,

someone always had a sign on one of the

covered wagons saying “Oregon Or Bust”;

well in this issue we have articles that will

hopefully give you all the information you

need to plan your trip to Oregon at the end of

July. Our President and Vice President have

both provided needed information about the

operations of our organization, Chaplain

Haworth reminds us of one of the best mem-

ories most of us have about Nam, and Barb

Moreno gives us the ladies’ point of view.

We have included some very touching and

hopefully entertaining pieces from members

and their families. This newsletter is slightly

larger than our usual issue. We had to enlarge

it so we could get all the important informa-

tion about the reunion and other official

functions of the 11th ACVVC in it, and still

have room to include the important articles

from our readers. We will try to keep this

size, but that will be dependent upon having

enough material, right now that is not a prob-

lem, but as the saying goes, “keep those

cards and letters coming folks”. 

Our “Show Your Pride” series continues

to thrive with several submissions coming in

recently. Let me remind you that we must

have an original photo OR we can accept

digital pictures if they are at least 300dpi.

The usual Internet picture is only 72 dpi and

cannot be used. Please also try to send close

up shots wherever possible, a picture with a

broad view usually leaves the part showing

the car tag or writing so small that we cannot

use it. Hope you enjoy this issue, keep letting

us know how we can get better.  ALLONS !!

44

Editor’s Corner
C. E. “Bill” Gregory, Jr.

EUGENE REUNION REGISTRATION FORM

Thursday, July 31 thru Sunday, August 3, 2003

Registration fees are $ 55  per person, regardless of age.  This $ 55 fee is required for

attendance to one or all of the scheduled program events, inclusive of Thursday and

Friday Bunker Parties and Saturday Banquet. The Registration fee is $70.00 after July

15 and when paid at the door (Only if space is available)

Please Print All Information

Name: ______________________________ Telephone No: ________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________email address: __________________

Unit Assignment: (list only one Troop/Company)____________________________

This will be your seating assignment for the Saturday night banquet dinner

Years in Country (ie….1966-1967) ________

Attendees

________________________________ ______________________________

________________________________ ______________________________

________________________________ ______________________________

Banquet Meal Selection:(choose one per attendee): � Chicken        � Beef 

Special dietary needs ________________________________________________

Wheelchair requirements:               � Yes            � No

Send Check or Money order (no cash please) for the full amount, payable to 

11 ACVVC Reunion XVIII, C/O Gene Johnson

4054 Venitia Ct., Las Vegas, NV 89120-1442

Friday, August 1
Bunker Party with finger food at night

at the Eugene Hilton. No side tours

offered.

Saturday, August 2
Memorial Service at 2pm in Skinner

Butte Park with music and a special

speaker. Banquet (6pm No Host

Cocktails, dinner at 7pm) in the Eugene

Hotel. Banquet Speaker is General

Sunnell. A DJ will provide music after

dinner and program. No side tours

offered.

Sunday, August 3
Church Service at 10am in Eugene

Hilton. Side tours offered.

The Eugene Hilton Hotel is for all

practical purposes sold out for Fri and

Sat nights as of Jan 13th. Please register

at the Doubletree Inn.

Hilton Reservations: 

Thu, 7/31 - 231 rooms reserved

Fri, 8/1 - 246 out of 250 reserved

Sat, 8/2 - 242 out of 250 reserved

All other days - plenty of room

So far, about 550 people have regis-

tered at the Hilton.

For Eugene Hilton Host Hotel

Reservations (downtown Eugene): 1-

800-973-6660 or 541-342-2000 (Both

local Eugene numbers).

Overflow Hotel:  Doubletree Inn

(Gateway Mall) - Phone 541-726-8181

(Preferred Reservation Number);

National Phone: 1-800-222-8733

Side tours include a rafting trip down

the McKenzie River, trips to ocean

beaches and a local winery tour. See

application elsewhere in this issue.

Airline Discounts: (Check elsewhere for

details) United Airlines is the official

Reunion airline.

Rental Car Discounts: Avis, good for 7

days before and 7 days after the reunion.

Avis (AWD) CODE D086507

Toll free Number is 1-800-331-1600

I welcome everybody to Eugene and

hope we have another memorable

reunion. The hotels and visitor’s bureau

are ready to help us out in anyway.

Allons,

Adrian

EUGENE from page 1
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Reunion Notes
Steve Page,
Reunion Committee Chairman

Greetings fellow Troopers.  Preparation for The Eugene Reunion is well under

way and the process is going quite well thanks to your local Chairman Adrian Vaaler

he is doing a great job. Just a few reminders Book your rooms NOW. Discount

Airfares and Auto rentals are available use them it will save you money. United

Airlines fly into Eugene the others fly into Portland either way the discount will

apply. Make sure to use the CODE numbers and Toll free telephone numbers pro-

vided.  

We have assembled an experienced team for the registration table under the direc-

tion of Registration Chairman Gene Johnson and coordinated by Bob and Barb

Moreno.  They run a tight ship, volunteers are always welcome it’s a great way to

meet new people and the work is fun. We look forward to seeing all our old friends

and meeting all of you who will make this Reunion your first. See you soon in

Eugene.

United Airlines is the Official airline of The 11th ACVVC Reunion. If you or your

travel agent call United’s toll free number (1-800-521-4041) to book your reserva-

tions, you will receive a 5% discount off the lowest applicable discount fare, includ-

ing First Class or a 10% discount off full fare unrestricted coach fares, purchased 7

days in advance. An additional 5% discount will apply when tickets are purchased at

least 30 days in advance. You must use meeting ID number 516BE for discounts 

Southwest Airlines, while not the official airline of the reunion is offering a 10%

discount off their already low fares.  You must use the ID Code: B0142 for Portland,

city code PDX.  The Southwest Airways toll free number is 800-433-5368 and the

discount is valid for travel July 25 through August 8, 2003.  

Avis is offering discount rates good 7 days before and 7 days after the reunion the

Avis (AWD) Discount code is: D086507, and their toll free number is: 1-800-331-

1600.  Avis rates are: 

Avis Car rental Rates

Car Class Car Group Daily Weekley Weekend

Sub Compact A 34.99 144.99 22.99

Compact B 38.99 154.99 23.99

Intermediate C 42.99 169.99 24.99

Full Size 2 Door D 43.99 179.99 25.99

Full Size 4 Door E 45.99 189.99 26.99

Premium G 48.99 199.99 29.99

Luxury H 77.99 344.99 71.99

Mini Van V 77.99 344.99 71.99

Convertible K 77.99 344.99 71.99

Sport Utility W 77.99 344.99 71.99

� The above rates are guaranteed.   Return to the same renting location or additional surcharges
may apply. All rates include unlimited free mileage. Weekend daily rates are available from noon
Thursday - Monday at 11:59 P.M.
� Rates available from July 24, 2003 to August 10, 2003.
� Should a lower qualifying rate become available, Avis is pleased to present a 5% discount on

that rate OR if a car size is selected that is not available above, Avis will discount the best avail-
able rate by 5%. The attendee must use the assigned Meeting Avis Discount Number and meet
Avis rate requirements to receive the discount. (Rate discounts are available at all corporate and
participating licensee locations.)
� Seven free day certificates for every 20 confirmed reservations using the Meeting Avis

Discount Number will be provided. This program applies to compact through 4-door full size
cars.
� Rates do not include any state or local surcharges, tax, optional coverage’s or gas refueling

charges. Renter must meet Avis’ age, driver, and credit requirements.
� Reservations can be made by calling 1-800-331-1600 or online at www.avis.com.

Elections Will Be
Held in Eugene
By: John Sorich, Vice President

As GIs we were acting not for ourselves,

but for our countrymen, including our

loved ones…especially them. Public serv-

ice comes in many forms. It is always about

putting back into a cause or an organization

that you believe in. Its roots are CON-

CERN, COMPASSION and GENEROSI-

TY of SPIRIT.

We in the 11thACVVC have been very

blessed to have had very dedicated men and

women who have stepped forward over the

years and given of their time. They have

made the 11ACVVC an organization that is

very strong and forward thinking. We are

the envy of many larger veteran organiza-

tions that sometimes ask, “ How do you

guys do it”?

The answer is “ The Troopers.”

At this year’s reunion in Eugene,

Oregon, (July 31st to August 3rd) we will

be holding elections in accordance with the

By- Laws of the 11thACVVC:

ARTICLE VII, SECTION 2-A:
“The President, Vice President, Treasurer
and Secretary shall be elected biennially at
the annual meeting in odd numbered years
to serve a two year term starting on
January 1st of the following year and termi-
nating at midnight, December 31st.”
SECTION 3-A:
“An officer may succeed himself no more
than two consecutive terms, with the
exception of the incumbent Treasurer and
Secretary who may run for re-election to
those offices without term limit.”

It is standard operating procedure in

most organizations that the Treasurer and

Secretary do not have a time limit on suc-

cessive terms for reelection. The primary

reason is for organizational continuity. It

can create problems when all of the officers

change at the same time. Programs and

projects become interrupted or stopped and

no current officer would be familiar with

ongoing issues. The Secretary and

Treasurer can be a vital link between

changing administrations.

I was elected to the Board of Directors

in 1997. Then the next year your votes

made me Vice President. In 2001 your

Continued on page 21  
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Take out a one dollar bill and look at it.

The one-dollar bill you’re looking at, first

came off the presses in 1957 in its present

design. This so-called paper money is in

fact, a cotton and linen blend with red and

blue minute silk fibers running through it.

It is actually a material. We’ve all washed

it without it falling apart. A special blend

of ink is used, the contents we will never

know. It is over- printed with symbols,

and then it is starched to make it water

resistant and pressed to give it that nice

crisp look. 

If you look on the front of the bill, you

will see the United States Treasury Seal.

On the top, you will see the scales for a

balanced budget. In the center, you have a

carpenter’s square, a tool used for an even

cut. Underneath, is the Key to the United

States Treasury. That’s all pretty easy to

figure out, but what is on the back of that

dollar bill is something we should all

know! 

If you turn the bill over, you will see

two circles. Both circles, together, com-

prise the Great Seal of the United States.

The First Continental Congress requested

that Benjamin Franklin and a group of

men come up with a Seal. It took them

four years to accomplish this task, and

another two years, to get it approved. 

If you look at the left-hand circle, you

will see a Pyramid. Notice the face is

lighted, and the western side is dark. This

country was just beginning. We had not

begun to explore the West, or decided

what we could do for Western

Civilization. The Pyramid is uncapped,

again signifying that we were not even

close to being finished. Inside the cap-

stone you have the all-seeing eye, an

ancient symbol for divinity. It was

Franklin’s belief that one man couldn’t do

it alone, but a group of men, with the help

of God, could do anything! 

“IN GOD WE TRUST” is on this cur-

rency. The Latin above the Pyramid,

ANNUIT COEPTIS, means, “God has

favored our under- taking.” The Latin

below the Pyramid, NOVUS ORDO

SECLORUM, means, “a new order has

begun.” At the base of the Pyramid is the

Roman Numeral for 1776. If you look at

the right-hand circle, and check it careful-

ly, you will learn that it is on every

National Cemetery in the United States. It

is also on the Parade of Flags Walkway at

the Bushnell, Florida National Cemetery,

and is the centerpiece of most heroes’

monuments. Slightly modified, it is the

Seal of the President of the United States,

and it is always visible whenever he

speaks, yet very few people know what

the symbols mean. 

The Bald Eagle was selected as a sym-

bol for victory for two reasons: First, he is

not afraid of a storm; he is strong, and he

is smart enough to soar above it.

Secondly, he wears no material crown. We

had just broken from the King of England.

Also, notice the shield is unsupported.

This country can now stand on its own. At

the top of that shield, you have a white bar

signifying congress, a unify-

ing factor. We were coming

together as one nation. In the

Eagle’s beak, you will read,

“E PLURIBUS UNUM,”

meaning, “one nation from

many people.” 

Above the Eagle, you

have thirteen stars represent-

ing the thirteen original

colonies, and any clouds of

misunderstanding rolling

away. 

Again, we were coming

together as one. Notice what

the Eagle holds in his talons.

He holds an olive branch

and arrows. This country

wants peace, but we will

never be afraid to fight to

preserve peace. The Eagle

always wants to face the

olive branch, but in time of

war, his gaze turns toward

the arrows. 

They say that the number

13 is an unlucky number.

This is almost a worldwide

belief. You will usually

never see a room numbered 13, or any

hotels or motels with a 13th floor. But

think about this: 13 original colonies, 13

signers of the Declaration of

Independence, 13 stripes on our flag, 13

steps on the Pyramid, 13 letters in the

Latin above, 13 letters in “E Pluribus

Unum,” 13 stars above the Eagle, 13 bars

on that shield, 13 leaves on the olive

branch, 13 fruits, and, if you look closely,

13 arrows. And, for minorities, — the

13th Amendment. 

I always ask people, “Why don’t you

know this?” Your children don’t know

this, and their history teachers don’t know

this. Too many veterans have given up too

much to ever let the meaning fade. Many

veterans remember coming home to an

America that didn’t care. Too many veter-

ans never came home at all!! 

Author unknown
Provided by Ruth Maynard

THE UNITED STATES ONE DOLLAR BILL
�� Share this page with everyone so they can learn what is on th back of the United States dollar bill
and what it stands for...otherwise, they may never know.

Show Your Pride

John Carabetta (D Company, ‘68-’69) shows his pride coming and
going on his red Escort around his home in Connecticut. (Photo by
John Carabette)
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I
think everyone at one time or another

thinks about having a title or honor

before or after his or her name. During

a very short period of time I received such

an honor from my peers. This honor came

from a group of people with whom I was

very close. A group that still has my

utmost respect today. The time was late

1967 or early 1968.  A time when people

grooved, when something was awesome

or it was the greatest! Playboy magazine

was not just promoting pictures but the

Playboy philosophy as well. A time when

everybody tried to be clean cut, well

attired, and to drive a late model hot car.

Green was becoming the fashionable color

even though most people tried to avoid

wearing the color. 

There I was in green, riding a big green

tank. We called the Big Boys. I was play-

ing medic and tanker. At that time the duty

was not real bad. We were guarding a little

black top road about eight feet wide day

and night. We weren’t busting jungle,

going through mud, busting track, or get-

ting shot at. How many tanks were guard-

ing the road, I don’t know. I know that my

platoon of five big boys were approxi-

mately a half a mile apart. Just close

enough to see each big boy beside you in

daylight. The days were hot and the nights

were dark. We hated the days and loathed

the nights. We were always prepared to

move if some one got fired upon. There

was constant guard duty with someone

ready at the radio and ready to grab the

main gun trigger. Normally we would have

four men on a tank, but we were short one

man. That meant a lot of time doing guard

duty. When you weren’t pulling guard duty

you were never more than eight to ten feet

away from the radio and main gun con-

troller. In that small area you would sleep,

eat and yes, use the bathroom. It would be

like working in a plant in a small work

area and never leaving even for a break. 

In the early evening on most days each

big boy would leave the area where the

tank was parked and go to a staging area.

Here they would get needed supplies such

as ammo, fuel, mail, and most of the time

a very hot meal. It was also a time when

you got to see someone besides your own

crew, drink hot coffee, drink Kool-Aid,

send out mail, or trade for magazines.

Some people described this as a small peri-

od of time when you were allowed out of

your jail cell. Afterward you returned to

your designated guard position to get set

for one of those long, dark and mind-bend-

ing nights. I was one of those people who

could manage to stay awake at night better

than the other two crewmembers. I might

pull four or five hours of guard duty.

Midnight to 5:00 am found about all the

high-ranking people asleep. During these

hours it was like the world was shut down

and there you were all alone atop a pile of

metal that was supposed to be capable of

causing about as much destruction as a

company of infantry. Except for a call on

the radio each hour for a situation report

and starting the tank about every two

hours, you sat there staring into the dark

looking for enemy. Then there was the

two-way radio on the tank and the other

four people on guard duty on the other four

big boys. Suddenly the two-way radio was

like, “Radio Free Vietnam”. 

At first there would be a couple of calls

that would seem almost official. Then the

calls would appear as necessary personal

calls. When there was no reaction from the

high-ranking personnel, the radio would

become sort of a radio chat line.

Everybody would have something to say.

The first couple of hours everybody was

up beat. Scores from sports would be

announced. Prices of Corvettes, GTOs,

Roadrunners, Mustangs, Sunbeams, and

MGs with various options would be dis-

cussed. Of course girls and sex were not

far behind. Sometime after 2:00 am the

mood would change, a little more home-

sick whining and stupid Army would set

in. After 3:00 am, the personnel pulling

more than two hours guard duty would

slow down the talking. There would be

more dead radio time, stupid jokes, and

just stupid statements made. I can remem-

ber one guy would say, “Oh if I could just

kiss a nice soft cheek.” Someone else

would immediately reply, “I have a nice

soft cheek you can kiss, the only trouble is

I am sitting on it.” Sometimes one guy

would like to sing. The songs were always

up beat and encouraging songs like “Are

You Lonesome Tonight?” And he would

usually make up his own verses. 

Just talking to the five platoon members

would open up the world. Without the

radio talk you were just a couple of eye-

balls and ears trying to survive. The radio

nightlife soon came to a halt. A new radio

repairman came into the company. Like

me he liked to work the late shift and was

a regular radio policeman. “Radio Free

Vietnam” came to a halt. The company

commander was being alerted to our game

and our wayward radio ways were

changed. Without the radio, sanity would

just pass you by. You would sit there just

thinking weird thoughts like, “If I were to

elevate this main gun and bust a cap on a

high explosive round with a possible range

of thirty miles, where would the round

land?” “Wonder if radar would pick it up?

Maybe it would land in some army outpost

or maybe it would land in the jungle

killing a bunch of slimy snakes. The more

you thought the worse it got. 

Different people tried to soften up this

mean minded radioman. Nobody could

seem to get a decent conversation going

with this guy. He was cold, direct and

without mercy. It was at one of those stag-

ing times someone pointed him out to me.

Without hesitation I announced I was

going to have a talk with him and get him

to change his ways. The personnel around

me laughed and someone said, “You might

last thirty seconds.” Someone else said I

could accomplish more trying to walk

through a minefield. I walked up to him

My Ph.D.

in BS

By: David R. “Doc” Berger
(D Company, 1/11, ’67-’68)

Sitting atop of that big boy
pulling guard duty in the
dark of night, fighting
despondency and the urge
to just give up, the hon-
orary PhD in BS really
meant something. 
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sure and brazen and stuck out my hand,

“I’m Doc . . ..” He cut me off saying, “I

know who you are, I listen to you each

night.” I crashed and burned real fast; it

was time for some different tactics. 

“Where you from,” I asked. 

“You never heard of the little place” he

replied. 

“Try me I’ve been around” I replied

lying through my teeth. 

“New Martinsville, West Virginia” he

responded. 

Without thinking I said. “Yea,

Magnolia High School is located on Maple

Avenue”. 

He turned toward me and his eyes got

as big as golf balls and bigger. My eyes

probably did the same. Within that minute

we came to realize we were from the same

hometown. We weren’t just becoming

friends; we were homefolks. The next

twenty minutes we conveyed our back-

grounds to one another. We were amazed

we didn’t know one another. His father got

killed in a coalmine and his mother moved

the family to New Martinsville so she

could work. While I was spending two

years in college, he was finishing his last

two years in high school and we never got

to meet. In the last two minutes talking to

him, I asked him to give us a little break

explaining what it was like and if we were

causing problems for him, and if the com-

pany commander was up and around, just

let us know and we would stop talking on

the radio. He agreed. As my big boy

passed the other tanks, I motioned every-

thing was all right. Later that night I had to

be the one that started “Radio Free Nam”.

Everyone was a little timid, but it wasn’t

long before things returned to normal. 

When I was asked how I accomplished

the almost impossible, I always replied, I

just applied a little BS here and a little BS

there and it worked. Later that week I was

informed that the platoon had bestowed on

me a Ph.D. in BS. I was honored.

Sometimes late at night the radio talk

would stop and then someone would call,

“Two Three Tango Delta Oscar Charlie”

(meaning two-three tank; tango, meaning

crew member; Delta-Oscar Charlie, mean-

ing Doc;) and I answer and they would

continue with their radio talk. “Delta

Oscar Charlie you aren’t smart enough to

be President of the United States, but with

your gift of gab and line of bull you cer-

tainly would make a fine Vice President of

our great country.” There is nothing like

having someone brag on you when you are

in deep darkness. When you can’t see your

hand in front of your face you sometimes

become unsure you are alive or that you

are any kind of living being. When you

hear someone brag on you its like light or

energy flowing to you. Somehow it’s like

someone putting a hand on your shoulder

and you say to yourself, “I am alive!” 

In the darkness you can be ugly or

beautiful, stupid or smart, weak or power-

ful and when the radio crackles and a voice

tells you something you believe it. During

the day light hours when someone feeds

you a line or brags, it means nothing. At

night in deep darkness you believe every

word. If I were going to try to sell snow to

an Eskimo I would do it in darkness.

Sitting in the dark, I actually believed I

was somebody; after all I had a Ph.D. in

BS. It was an awesome feeling for a cou-

ple of weeks. Then someone in the platoon

found out the radioman and I were from

the same hometown. 

It was in the evening when my tank

went to the staging or supply area that the

academic committee of the platoon met

me. It was sort of like a college academic

committee where everybody gives you

disapproving looks and your sentence

requires you to be cooked in boiling oil.

The charge was sort of a form of plagia-

rism. I had not used my BS abilities to get

us talk time on the radio. I had accom-

plished my great feat by dealing with

someone from my hometown. The basic

charge was something like, “Its not nice to

lie to the platoon.” When I replied that I

had not lied, the charge was reduced to,

“You mislead us and it’s not nice to mis-

lead your platoon.” I was stripped of my

PhD in BS and given a high school degree

in BS. It was later upgraded to a two-year

college degree in BS. 

Sitting atop of that big boy pulling

guard duty in the dark of night, fighting

despondency and the urge to just give up,

the honorary PhD in BS really meant

something. I was no longer a king pin on

“Radio Free Vietnam.” The guys in the

platoon were good to me, even though my

fellow talkers felt a little betrayed. A voice

would occasionally come across the radio

late at night and simply say, “Delta Oscar

Charlie, you did good.” 

You might think this story is a little stu-

pid, but an honorary degree meant some-

thing to me at a time when nothing else

gave me the urge to keep on fighting the

darkness. Even in today’s world while

occasionally driving late at night with

headlights to guide me and my radio to

comfort me, I will hear a certain golden

throat voice come across the radio singing

“Are you lonesome tonight?” and I fondly

reflect back to a time when I had a PhD in

BS. 

Show Your Pride

Mike Barlett (K Troop ‘69-’70) shows his pride to all who pass his place in Lansing, MI. (Photo by Mike Bartlett)
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Submitted by: Ollie Pickral, (K Troop, 3/11,
1968  1969)          (Author Unknown)

T
he 11th U.S. Cavalry was activated

on 2 February 1901 at Fort Myer,

Virginia. In December of that year,

the Regiment was deployed to the jungles

of the Philippines. Its mission was to help

neutralize the insurrectionist forces that

were trying to seize power in the aftermath

of the Spanish-American War. The

Regiment served under the first civil gov-

ernor of the Philippines, William Howard

Taft, who would later become President of

the United States. The troopers were issued

“bolo” knives (machetes) to slash through

the thick jungle vegetation of the

Philippine Islands. A pair of crossed bolo

knives later became a part of the

Blackhorse crest symbolizing the “first

blood” or “battle action” of the Regiment. 

First Squadron, while posted on the

island of Samar, earned the Regiment its

first battle streamer entitled “Samar 1902”.

The Regiment’s first casualty occurred in

an ambush on 4 March 1902, when Private

Clarence L. Gibbs was killed by insurrec-

tionist forces. In 1904, after returning from

the Philippines, the Regiment was sta-

tioned at Fort Des Moines, Iowa. The 11th

Cavalry Regiment was then ordered to

Cuba on 16 October 1906. From their base

at Camp Columbia, Cuba, the 11th

Cavalry, less first Squadron, conducted

small mounted patrols as a display of the

power for the United States. When order

had been restored, the Regiment deployed

back to America. 

Upon arriving back in the continental

United States in February 1909, the 11th

Cavalry was order to mount up for the

inaugural parade of incoming President

William Howard Taft in Washington, DC.

In March 1909, the Regiment was then sta-

tioned at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia with a

mission of preparedness for military con-

tingencies. In early 1911, the Blackhorse

was ordered to Fort Sam Houston, Texas to

begin mounted desert training as concerns

about Mexican stability increased. In May

of 1914, “The Ludlow Massacre” touched

off an armed riot among miners in

Colorado. The 11th Cavalry was deployed

to the towns of Trinidad and Ludlow,

Colorado, to stop the bloodshed by a show

of force that would allow both sides time

to negotiate. 

On 9 March 1916, the Mexican revolu-

tionary “Pancho” Villa raided the town of

Columbus, New Mexico. After killing fif-

teen Americans and several visiting

Mexicans, he left the town in ruins.

President Woodrow Wilson ordered

Brigadere General John J. “Black Jack”

Pershing to lead a Punitive Expedition into

Mexico to destroy Villa’s rebel army. On

12 March 1916, the 11th Cavalry joined

the expedition into Mexico to capture Villa

and neutralize his army. While in Mexico,

on 5 May 1916, the Second Squadron

(Provisional), commanded by Major

Robert L. Howze, led the last mounted

cavalry charge in U.S. military history.

After the action, Howze’s men reported

forty-two enemy dead while suffering no

friendly casualties or loss of mounts. The

5th of May was later established as the

Regiment’s official organization day, in

honor of Howze’s charge. 

On 9 July 1919, the Regiment moved to

its new posting at the Presidio of

Monterey, California. The Institute of

Heraldry provided the Regiment with its

own Grant of Arms on 25 August 1921.

The “Allons” crest officially established

the Regiment as distinctive from other

mounted units. On 14 September 1924,

“the Great Monterey Oil fire” erupted

when lightning struck an oil storage tank.

The fire raged for five days. The 11th

Cavalry participated in the fire fighting

effort and twenty-six Blackhorse troopers

were killed. John Philip Sousa had written

the tune “The Black Horse Trooper” and

the 9th Colonel of the Regiment, Herbert J.

Brees, received permission to adopt it as

the Regiment’s tune. 

In 1937, the 11th Cavalry appeared in

the film “Sergeant Murphy” starring

Ronald Reagan. On 1 June of that year, it

also participated in the opening ceremony

of the Golden Gate Bridge. By the late

1930’s, the 11th Cavalry was ordered to

start experimenting with scout cars, the

first mechanized cavalry vehicles. In the

summer of 1942, the tide of mechanization

finally swept away the last of the horse-

mounted cavalry. In a very emotional

farewell, the mounts that had symbolized

the true cavalry trooper were turned in for

vehicles. From horse to horsepower, this

marked the end to an area. 

On 15 July 1942, the 11th U.S. Cavalry

was inactivated at Fort Benning, Georgia.

The Headquarters and Headquarters Troop

was redesignated on 19 April 1943, as the

HHT, 11th Cavalry Group Mechanized.

The former squadrons of the 11th Cavalry

were sent to fight with the 10th Armored

Division and the 90th Infantry Division

overseas. HHT, 11th Cavalry Group

Mechanized drew new squadrons, the 36th

and 44th Reconnaissance Squadrons, and

received an Assault Gun Troop (a howitzer

battery). On 1 June 1944, the Group

moved to Camp Gordon, Georgia, to begin

training for overseas deployment.

Declared ready for combat soon after, the

Regiment departed from New York bound

for the United Kingdom on 29 September

1944 and entered France on 23 November

1944. The first unit of the Blackhorse to

cross the English Channel was B Troop,

commanded by 1LT Leonard B. Holder,

who would later become the Regiment’s

37th Colonel in Vietnam. After the war, the

11th Cavalry Group Mechanized was

redesignated as the 11th Constabulary

Regiment to maintain order in war torn

Germany. It was a grand time for the

Regiment as they received horses again to

patrol the devastated villages and towns of

post-war Germany. The “CIRCLE “C”

COWBOYS” rode from May 1946 -

November 1948. 

In November of 1948, the Blackhorse

was redesignated as the 11th Armored

Cavalry Regiment and inactivated. On 1

April 1951, at the height of the Korean

War, the Blackhorse was brought back on

active status as the 11th Armored Cavalry

Regiment at Camp Carson, Colorado. In

1954, the Regiment transferred to Fort

Knox, Kentucky to receive its training in

armored tactics. In May 1954, the

Regiment deployed to the Desert Warfare

Training Center at Camp Irwin, CA, (little

did the Regiment know it would not be the

last time). In mid-March 1957, the entire

Regiment rotated to southern Germany to

relieve the 6th ACR patrolling the

Germany-Czechoslovakia border. 

In 1964, the Blackhorse returned to the

United States and was stationed at Fort

A Short History of the 11th United States Cavalry



Meade, Maryland for two years, until it

received orders in March 1966 to deploy to

Vietnam. 

The Blackhorse Becomes a
Legend in Vietnam

In early 1966, the Regiment began

redesigning its equipment for a new type

of warfare based on recommendations

from American advisors based in Vietnam.

Additional armor and two more 30-cal.

machine guns were added to the

Regiment’s M113s, transforming them

into what became known as Armored

Cavalry Assault Vehicles or ACAVs. The

new design of armored gun shields provid-

ed a measure of protection for the crew and

track commander. The result was a rapid

all terrain fighting vehicle which could

deliver devastating firepower. The

Blackhorse troops arrived in South

Vietnam on September 7, 1966, (the Air

Troop arrived in December), and quickly

engaged the enemy with M-48 tanks,

ACAV’s, artillery and helicopters. The

Regiment established the justification to

receive its own patch on 1 May 1967 from

the Department of Heraldry and was the

first of five Armored Cavalry Regiments to

receive a distinctive shoulder sleeve

insignia. 

The main operational areas for the

Blackhorse squadrons were the provinces

around Saigon and up to the Cambodian

border. The unit clearly demonstrated it’s

rapid mobility when Saigon came under

siege during the 1968 Tet Offensive. The

unit raced over 100 kilometers in eight

hours to the defense of the city and fought

street by street to overcome the attacking

Viet Cong. History now points out that the

Viet Cong were virtually annihilated dur-

ing these battles. From that time forward

North Vietnamese Army units, well sup-

plied and equipped by the communist

superpowers, would fight a war of attrition

against the United States. Rarely however,

would they risk a head-to-head confronta-

tion with their most feared adversary, the

11th ACR. In July of 1968, the 39th

Colonel of the Regiment, George S. Patton

Jr., assumed command and soon applied

his expertise in armored combat tactics.

The Regiment moved the armor off the

roads and into the jungles in search of the

enemy, a concept previously thought not

feasible. This action was so successful that

the enemy could no longer move freely

and was forced to seek sanctuary inside

neutral Cambodia. Colonel Patton coined

the phrase, “FIND THE BASTARDS,

THEN PILE ON”, which remains today as

the Regiment’s battle cry. From well-

established bases inside Cambodia, the

communists would strike out into South

Vietnam and then return across the border

to resupply and regroup. 

On 1 May 1970, the 11th ACR spear-

headed a historic attack across the

Cambodian border into an area called the

Fish Hook to deny the enemy of these safe

havens. Commanded by the 41st Colonel

of the Regiment, Donn A. Starry, the

Blackhorse penetrated for more than 60

kilometers to capture the town of Snoul.

The Cambodian Incursion was the last

unrestrained offensive use of U.S. ground

forces in the war. The capture and destruc-

tion of tons of enemy weapons and sup-

plies left the enemy devastated and demor-

alized. The result was a smoother transi-

tion of responsibility to the South

Vietnamese military as the American com-

bat forces continued to withdraw.

Countless American and allied lives were

saved by the operation that left the North

Vietnamese Army crippled and unable to

mount an effective offensive for some

time. In February of 1971, First and Third

Squadron redeployed to the U.S. and were

inactivated. On 6 April 1972, after almost

six years of continuous combat the

Blackhorse Regiment’s Air Troop and

Second Squadron departed Vietnam hav-

ing never lost a battle. One year later, on

29 March 1973, the last American combat

troops were withdrawn from Vietnam.

Within two years, on 30 April 1975,

Saigon fell to the North Vietnamese. In all,

768 Blackhorse troopers made the ultimate

sacrifice by helping to protect and defend

the people of South Vietnam from their

north communist aggressors. The

Regiment’s wounded totaled 5,761. Three

11th ACR troopers were awarded the

Medal of Honor, two of which were

posthumous. In its best performance, the

gallant troopers of the Blackhorse

Regiment earned fourteen battle streamers

for bravery and forever secured a place in

American military history and legend. 

On 17 May 1972, the 14th Armored

Cavalry Regiment was redesignated as the

11th Armored Cavalry Regiment at Fulda,

Germany. The Blackhorse Regiment

became the first line of defense on the

“THE FRONTIER OF FREEDOM” pro-

tecting the Fulda Gap. In the event that

hostilities broke out, the 11th ACR had the

mission of holding off tying down a Soviet

Army ten times its size in order to give the

divisions behind it time to react. They were

more than up to the challenge, standing

ready and vigilant against the Warsaw Pact

forces and contributing to the West’s ulti-

mate victory in the Cold War. On 9

November 1989, the East-West German

wall fell. The Regiment’s 17-year vigil

along the Iron Curtain was over. In August

of 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait. 1st Platoon,

E Troop, 2nd Squadron went to war with

3rd ACR. On 10 April 1991, the Regiment

deployed an aviation task force to support

the U.S. Kurdish relief efforts in Turkey

and Northern Iraq (Operation Provide

Comfort). On 16 May 1991, the Regiment

deployed to Kuwait for Operation Positive

Force to secure Kuwait as it struggled to

rebuild from the war. By October, Task

Force Thunderhorse’s mission in Turkey

was over, and its remaining troopers

returned to Fulda. As the need for U.S.

forces in Europe decreased, the Blackhorse

Regiment was inactivated in a very emo-

tional ceremony on 15 March 1994. 

The 11th ACR was reactivated on 26

October 1994, at the National Training

Center, Fort Irwin, California. The

Blackhorse continues the tradition of

“finding the bastards, then piling on” while

serving as the Army’s premier training

unit, the NTC’s Opposing Force (OPFOR).

The Blackhorse now sets the standard for

training the world’s greatest Army, while

remaining ready to respond to any contin-

gency. 

ALLONS - Blackhorse forever! 
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Truly one of the All-Time best quotes: 
In a recent interview, General Norman Schwartzkopf was asked if he didn’t think

there was room for forgiveness toward the people who have harbored and abetted the

terrorists who perpetrated the 9/11 attacks on America. 

His answer was classic Schwartzkopf. He said, “I believe that forgiving them is

God’s function. Our job is simply to arrange the meeting.” 
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GORDO
By: Charles W. Abbey 
HHT, 2/11, 1966 –‘67

D
ust devils, I knew about, but I had

never seen any the size of South

Vietnam’s. True, I was familiar

with dust devils at home, but these Asian

monsters were towering whirlwinds,

many meters high that often danced along

for a quarter of an hour. I remembered that

the comic character, “Gordo” had warned

his strip colleagues, “Never jump into a

dust devil!” But he had not mentioned fly-

ing a helicopter into one. I cannot relate

why, but I knew that it was destined that I

should fly an OH-23 into one of these

diminutive twisters as a small contribu-

tion to aeronautical science. 

Battle (2/11 ACR) missions didn’t

allow for very much independent pleasure

flying during the heady days of the war in

1966 and 1967. Indeed no time was

allowed for chasing dusty whirlwinds; but

I kept my eyes open never the less. To be

sure, I saw many dust devils, but they

were always dying-out, or moving in the

wrong direction or I was busy with some

other pesky, war related task. Time

seemed to be fast slipping by and the

monsoon rains would ultimately put an

end to this quest. I needed an opportunity.

I needed to fly more. I needed my day in

the dust. 

Fate was with me one morning as I

took off from the Battle heliport. I noticed

to my left, a sizeable dust devil heading

my way from the vicinity of the

Blackhorse Base Camp heliport. “At last!

Low enough. In the right place at the right

time! OK you elusive enigma, here I

come!” 

Whoa, Nellie! This thing was violent.

It swallowed the little OH-23, shook it

violently up and down, right and left, shot

a load of dirt into the cockpit, in my hel-

met, in my mouth, down my neck and into

my boots! It spat us out directly, barely

upright but still flying. 

I could tell that the Crew Chief was not

amused. Dust, small bits of gravel and

vegetative remains littered the cockpit.

Material had gotten into the spaces

beneath the decking where push-pull

tubes, bell cranks and control cables

resided. This was not good. Thick and

abrasive dust clung to each hanger bear-

ing and to each lubrication fitting. The air

filter was partly clogged. Gearboxes were

adorned with muddy grit. Shame! No

damage done, but my moment of youthful

experimentation would cost the Crew

Chief several hours of extra cleaning,

wiping and lubrication. This was his bird

and he was a dedicated Army Aviation

mechanic and clean freak. I sheepishly

appealed for forgiveness and volunteered

to help him with the cleaning, under his

close supervision, Of course. We cleaned

the aircraft carefully and by-the-book. I

was respectfully and repeatedly admon-

ished; “Never, never do this again!” 

And, I promise that I never have! 

It Is Still With You!
By J.Carole

It has been over 30 years now,

Your tour in Vietnam has ended, but,

It is still with you!

Having not been there, it’s hard for me

to understand,

How that experience has imprinted

your mind, heart and being, but I do

know,

It is still with you!

Maybe it was because you were so

young and impressionable back then.

You were open to all the excitement of

being a young man, facing your future

And, you were thrown there, to “Hell”

on earth.  

It wasn’t fair, but the reality of war

dampened your spirit, and,

It is still with you!

Memories still haunt you,

Why did you survive when so many 

didn’t?

Why did it have to be part of your life?

The answers will never be known, and,

It is still with you!  

Sometimes, I feel you have this wall

around you that nothing can penetrate,

Can you ever let your guard down and

let your true emotions come through?  

Can’t you ever let it go?  

Why, oh why,

Is it still with you?  

Listen!!  You need to know this.  

Your fighting, as well as your survival,

was for us, your brothers and sisters

back home.  

We could say “thank You” until we are

blue in the face,

But the words to truly thank you for

what you did for us simply don’t exist.  

We can welcome you home with “open

arms” now,  

We know it’s much too late to let you

know that you truly were our heroes,

but,

We want you to know, not only that,

but also that our total lack of apprecia-

tion back then,

Is still with us!  

(Editor’s Note:  J Carole is the wife of
Trooper William J. Madej, M Company,
3/11, 1966 – ’67)

Show Your Pride

Bob Hersey (K Troop,
‘68-’69) shows his
pride around
Portsmouth, NH.
(Photo by Bob
Hersey.) 
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A Soldier Died Today
Submitted by:  Jimmy L.  Rogers,
3rd Platoon, K Troop, 3/11, 1968.
(From the Internet, original author
unknown)
“A Soldier Died Today”

He was getting old and paunchy

And his hair was falling fast,

And he sat around the Legion,

Telling stories of the past.

Of a war that he once fought in

And the deeds that he had done,

In his exploits with his buddies;

They were heroes, every one.

And ‘tho sometimes to his neighbors

His tales became a joke,

All his buddies listened quietly

For they knew where of he spoke.

But we’ll hear his tales no longer,

For ol’ Bob has passed away,

And the world’s a little poorer

For a soldier died today.

He won’t be mourned by many,

Just his children and his wife.

For he lived an ordinary,

Very quiet sort of life.

He held a job and raised a family,

Going quietly on his way;

And the world won’t note his passing,

‘tho a Soldier died today.

When politicians leave this earth,

Their bodies lie in state,

While thousands note their passing,

And proclaim that they were great.

Papers tell of their life stories

From the time that they were

young,

But the passing of a soldier

Goes unnoticed, and unsung.

Is the greatest contribution

To the welfare of our land,

Some jerk who breaks his promise

And cons his fellow man.

Continued on page 17

By: Kristy Miller*

Iam the daughter of a Vietnam veteran of

the 11th Cavalry L Troop and this was my

first experience at a veteran’s reunion

(Nashville 2002). I had a lot of uncertainty

about attending a reunion for a war that tore

at the fabrics of society and brought so much

pain to so many people. My personal thanks

go out to the men and women of the 11th

Cavalry (Blackhorse) who made it possible

for me to be writing this letter, and for bring-

ing my father home.

Besides my personal interest about

Vietnam lie many questions about the years

of silence about such an unforgettable time

in history. Vietnam was always an unspoken

word at my house. I can’t remember a time

when the Vietnam War was talked about

openly. It essentially was ignored, denied,

put in the closet, what have you. I do not

know what happened over there; needless to

say, I was not even around when these con-

flicts began. But growing up you could see

the haunting past, and see the pain in my

father’s eyes that no words needed to be

associated. You felt the presence of death

and devastation without asking a single

question. So, as I have gotten older and have

reflected on my own childhood, I have come

to many realizations about the Vietnam War.

There is little argument that the Vietnam

War was emotionally, our toughest war. Our

soldiers marched home to furled flags and

silent drums. The Veteran was quickly

stereotyped as a victim out of control.

Certainly, there are veterans with problems,

severe and lingering problems, which stem

at least in part from their service in Vietnam,

in part from their reception when they came

home. But what should be said, because it

has been so overlooked, is that most veterans

have been able to build on their experiences

in Vietnam. Their lives contradict the stereo-

type. For every veteran who had difficulty

readjusting, dozens of others have thrived.

This became strongly evident to me when I

attended the Nashville reunion. These men

and women have a bond that unites beyond

life. Their experiences have scared them for

life, but it has brought out an internal

strength that no war movie or novel can ever

portray accurately. Their patriotism and

devotion needs to be recognized, not only for

the past, but also for what they have built for

the future. Above all, Vietnam was a war that

asked everything of a few and nothing of

most of America.

Time casts long shadows over memories

of all events. I believe that there is much to

learn and everything to gain by allowing

Vietnam veterans to speak about their histo-

ry in war. These reunions provide veterans

with therapy and support for their shared

experiences, and in a sense, continuity to

move on beyond war, but also never forget.

Most of us will never know the realism of

war, and for that we are more fortunate.

*Kristy Miller is the daughter of Trooper
George Eric Miller, 3rd Platoon, L Troop,
3/11, (1969 – ’70). 

Through A Daughter’s Eyes

GGEENNIIEE!!
A man was walking along a

California beach when he stumbled

across an old lamp. He picked it up and

rubbed it and out popped a genie. The

genie said “OK so you releasedme from

the lamp blah blah blah blah, but this is

the fourth time this week and I’m getting

a little sick of these wishes, so you can

forget about three. You only get one

wish.

The man sat back and thought about

it for a while and said, “I’ve always

wanted to go to Hawaii but I’m too

scared to fly and I get very seasick. So

could you build me a bridge to Hawaii

so I can drive over there?”

The genie laughed and replied, “That

is impossible. Think of the logistics of

that. How would the supports ever reach

the bottom of the Pacific? Think of how

much concrete! How much steel!!! No,

think of another wish.”

The man agreed and tried to think of

a really good wish. He said, “I’ve been

married and divorced four times. My

wives have always said I don’t care and

that I’m insensitive. I wish that I could

understand women; to know what they

are thinking when they give me the

silent treatment, to know why they are

crying, to know what they want when

they say ‘nothing’....”

The genie replies, “You want that

bridge two lanes or four?”
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*PFC Dennis Springsteen 10/12/66 I Troop, 3/11.
*PFC Jimmy Williams 10/25/66 E Troop, 2/11.
PFC Melvin Anderson 12/1/66 we show 2/11 Troop??
*SP4 Frank Reynolds 3/4/67 L Troop, 3/11.
*SP4 Hugh Best 3/14/67 A Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 James Ruffin 3/19/67 I Troop, 3/11.
*SP4 Jose Quintero 4/17/67 G Troop, 2/11.
*PFC Dale Tolbert 5/19/67 C Troop, 1/11.
PFC Donald Walters 5/22/67 we show 1/11 Troop??
SP4 Edward Stahl 5/25/67 we show 2/11 Troop??
*PFC Francis Collins 6/5/67 G Troop, 2/11.
*SP4 Willie Page 6/6/67 G Troop, 2/11.
*PFC John Campa 7/21/67 How. Battery, 3/11.
*PFC Frank Cruz 7/27/67 A Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Earl Long 8/15/67 C-Troop, 1/11.
1st Lt. Garland Whitmore 9/5/67 Troop/Sqdn.??
SP4 Michael Gidvilas 9/7/67 we show 1/11 Troop??
*PFC James Lubas 9/22/67 D Company, 1/11.
*PFC Lawrence Crawford 9/24/67 G Troop, 2/11.
*PFC Erral Smallwood 9/24/67 G Troop, 2/11.
PFC Bobby Smith 9/24/67 F or G Troop? 
SP4 Joe Thomas 9/24/67 F or G Troop??
SSgt Johnny Hayes 9/26/67 we show 1/11 Troop??
*PFC Melvin East 10/14/67 C Troop, 1/11.
SSgt Robert Howard 11/4/67 we show 2/11 Troop??
*SP4 Walter Murphy 12/12/67 A Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Juan Burgos 12/14/67 E Troop, 2/11.
*SP4 Michael Jones 12/17/67 E-Troop, 2/11.
*PFC Reginald Chun 1/4/68 I Troop, 3/11. 
SSgt Clarence Claycomb 1/13/68 we show 1/11 Troop??
PFC Bruce Dudley 1/23/68 Troop/Sqdn. ??
SP5 Julius Morris 1/25/68 we show 1/11 Troop??
*PFC Kenneth Grassl 1/29/68 B Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Ricky Myers 1/29/68 B Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 John Zielinski 1/29/68 B Troop, 1/11. 
*PFC Randall Gustafson 2/14/68 I Troop, 3/11.
*PFC Joseph Weaver 2/14/68 I Troop, 3/11.
*SP4 Melvin Wangeshik 2/19/68 B Troop, 1/11.
SP4 David Isom 2/23/68 we show 1/11 Troop??
*2nd Lt Clarence Roussell 3/6/68 G Troop, 2/11.
PFC Donald Irby 3/9/68 Troop/Sqdn.??
PFC Santiago Torres 3/9/68 Troop/Sqdn.??
SGT Richard Vincent 3/9/68 Troop/Sqdn.??
SP4 Theodore Mazon 3/18/68 Troop/Sqdn.?? 

( Date correction suggested on Mazon 4-19-68, Troop Unknown )
*SP4 Victor Mohr 4/25/68 B Troop, 1/11.
SP5 Danny Rich 5/6/68 Troop/Sqdn.??
CPL Kenneth Floyd 5/7/68 Troop/Sqdn.??
1st Lt Woodroe Warth 5/8/68 we show 3/11 Troop??
*SFC Wallace Little 5/18/68 C Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 Allan Fredricksen 5/19/68 A Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Stanley Schroeder 5/19/68 A Troop, 1/11.
*PFC George Long 5/30/68 B Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 Thomas Edwards 6/20/68 A Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 Dwight Hinman 6/23/68 A Troop, 1/11.

PFC Thomas Williams 7/1/68 we show 1/11 Troop??
*SP4 Kurt Ward 7/18/68 B Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 Charles Hamner 7/31/68 G-Troop, 2/11.
WO Douglas Collins 8/21/68 Troop/Sqdn.??

*SFC Dick Hamilton 8/21/68 Troop/Sqdn.??
PFC Jerald Pretiatko 9/5/68 we show 2/11 Troop??
*PFC Edgar Tomlinson 9/12/68 HHT, 3/11
SFC Robert Gregory 9/19/68 we show 2/11 Troop??
*MAJ Norman Cunningham 9/24/68 Air Cavalry Troop (ACT).
*SP4 John Matuska 9/29/68 HHT, 2/11
*WO William Rollins 9/29/68 HHT, 2/11
*PFC Don Crane 10/27/68 K Troop, 3/11. 

(name correction
should be John, not Don).
PFC Kenneth Faul 10/28/68 we show 1/11 Troop??
*SP4 Robert Press 10/31/68 K Troop, 3/11.
*CPT John Hayes 11/8/68 B Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Stephen Glore 11/11/68 B Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Robert Jasura 11/13/68 B Troop, 1/11.
*SGT Alfred Small 11/24/68 I Troop, 3/11.
1stLt Johnny Benton 11/25/68 Air Cavalry Troop, (ACT).
*SP4 John Moulden 11/28/68 919th Engineer Company.
PFC Nolan Byrd 12/3/68 we show 2/11 Troop??
*PVT Earl Thomas 12/21/68 H Company, 2/11.
*SP4 Thomas Bullard 1/11/69 A Troop, 1/11.
*SSGT Thomas Pilson 2/26/69 H Company, 2/11.
*SGT Frank Saracino 3/20/69 Air Cavalry Troop, (ACT).
*CPT Kenneth Bailey 3/22/69 Air Cavalry Troop, (ACT).
*SP4 Bill Moschetti 3/23/69 C Troop, 1/11.
*SSGT Gary Gillis 4/7/69 M Company, 3/11.
*SP4 Ricky Mauney 4/10/69 919th Engineer Company.
*SP4 Larry Barfield 4/13/69 A Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 Kenneth Jensen 4/13/69 Air Cavalry Troop, (ACT).
2nd Lt. Daniel Leahy 4/18/69 we show 1/11 Troop??
SP4 Robert Morgan 4/18/69 we show 1/11 Troop??
*SP4 Ronald Pongratz 4/18/69 A Troop, 1/11.
SP4 Donald Noel 4/26/69 we show 1/11 Troop??
*1st Lt Edward Powers 5/2/69 HHT, 3/11
*PFC Wavel Powell 5/2/69 HHT, 3/11
SP4 Charles Case 5/12/69 Troop/Sqdn.??
*SSGT Gerald Hill 6/4/69 E Troop, 2/11.
*SGT Kenneth Pitre 6/7/69 B Troop, 1/11.
SP4 Carlos Collazo 6/11/69 we show 3/11 Troop??
*SGT Hollis Miller 6/18/69 Air Cavalry Troop, (ACT).
SP4 Edwin Turk 6/18/69 we show 3/11 Troop??
*SP4 Calvin Hunt 6/19/69 we show 3/11 HHT, 3/11
*1st Lt Bernard Pierce 6/19/69 I Troop, 3/11.
*SP5 John Cornwall 7/9/69 919th Engineer Company.
*SGT Jimmie Scrogum 7/9/69 919th Engineer Company.
*1st Lt Thomas Ceres 7/10/69 Air Cavalry Troop, (ACT).
*1st Lt Robin Wetzler 7/10/69 Air Cavalry Troop, (ACT). 
*1st Lt Dennis Newman 7/15/69 G Troop, 2/11. 
*Sgt Charles Matthews 8/13/69 A Troop, 1/11.
WO Terrance Ledden 9/5/69 Troop/Sqdn.?? 

( Chopper Pilot AH- 1G, Troop Unknown )
*SGT Leo Hartsuff 9/7/69 I Troop, 3/11.

Unidentified Troop Assignments of our KIA
Dear Troopers & Friends,

This issue of the newsletter is being mailed to all the Troopers

who served with the 11ACR. We welcome your help in a project

to help us get our friends who were Killed In Action placed in

their correct units.

Thanks to your effort we have made some significant progress in

identifying our KIA Troopers that were previously unassigned to

a Troop. Over the last 2 issues of the Thunder Run of the 173

names on the list we have placed 120 of these men where they

belong. The job is not done please help us continue this effort

until we get it right. May their memory be eternal.

Allons, 

John Sorich, 

Vice President 11ACVVC

The following KIA troopers of the 11 ACR do not have their Troop assignment. Please inform 11 ACVVC if you know Troop they served with. 
The asterisk (*) indicates placed in unit.

1st Quarter, 2003 Thunder Run
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*SP4 John Shannon 9/14/69 K Troop, 3/11.
*SGT Anthony Standifer 9/18/69 M Company, 3/11.
SP4 William Haney 10/17/69 Troop/Sqdn.??
*SP4 Peter Mestas 10/19/69 HHT, 3/11.
SSGT Charles Russell 11/24/69 Troop/Sqdn.??
*SP4 Barry Scott 11/26/69 HHT, 3/11.
*PFC Donald Demond 11/30/69 A Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Calvin Thompson 12/3/69 919th Engineer Company.
CPL Donald Majkowski 1/22/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
*PFC Frank Hammond 1/23/70 G Troop, 2/11.
SP4 Donald Rice 1/23/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
*CPL Jesse Fray 2/25/70 B Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 Thomas Lovley 3/2/70 C Troop, 1/11.
SGT Robert Smith 3/10/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
SP4 William Moorhouse 3/12/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
SP4 George Patterson 4/1/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
SFC Mance Brown 4/3/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
SSGT Orland Lloyd 4/7/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
*SSGT Robert Thompson 4/8/70 919th Engineer Company.
*SP5 Craig Van Akin 4/8/70 919th Engineer Company.

( date correction suggested 5-2-70 )
CPL Raymond Williams 4/9/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
PFC Ernest Thorson 4/26/70 we show 2/11 Troop??
*SFC David Dash 5/2/70 919th Engineer Company.
*SP4 Dionisio Carrizales 5/6/70 Air Cavalry Troop (ACT).
*PFC Padua-Ledesma 5/6/70 Air Cavalry Troop (ACT).
*SP4 Larry Morgan 5/8/70 Scout Section.
*CPT Rhonald Durham 5/9/70 Air Cavalry Troop (ACT).
*SP4 Wiley Hooks 5/9/70 Air Cavalry Troop (ACT).
*SP4 James Russ 5/23/70 C Troop, 1/11.
*SGT Thomas Healy 6/8/70 B Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Thomas Cusson 6/20/70 A Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Merril Holt 6/20/70 A Troop, 1/11.
*PFC Thomas Griffin 6/20/70 A Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 Burder Athey 6/21/70 A Troop, 1/11.
*SP5 Buford Spencer 6/21/70 A Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 Michael Dadisman 6/24/70 B Troop, 1/11.
*SP5 Greg Stevenson 7/24/70 C Troop, 1/11.

SP4 Joe Fulgham 8/2/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
PVT Joseph Marcantonio 8/10/70 we show 2/11 Troop??
*PFC Robert Rother 8/23/70 C Troop, 1/11.
SGT William Wilhelm 9/6/70 Troop/Sqdn.??
*SP4 Kenneth Hendrix 10/26/70 D Company, 1/11.
*SGT Donnie Cunningham 11/18/70 A Troop, 1/11.
*SP4 Jorge Jourdan-Font 11/27/70 Troop/Sqdn.?? HHT, 1/11, 

or B Troop ? ( Font was a cook )
*SGT Carver Vaughn 12/27/70 K Troop, 3/11.
*PFC Roy Chaney 12/31/70 E Troop, 2/11.
*SGT Alfredo Salazar 12/31/70 E Troop, 2/11.
*SGT Dennis Webster 12/31/70 E Troop, 2/11.
SP5 Raymond Enyeart 1/5/71 Troop/Sqdn.??
*1st Lt James Cartwright 1/8/71 G Troop, 2/11.
SP4 Loren Lebeau 2/1/71 Troop/Sqdn.??
*CW2 Joseph Brown 2/18/71 Air Cavalry Troop (ACT).
*SGT Willis Andrews 4/17/71 HHT, 2/11.
*SP5 George Orr 4/17/71 F Troop, 2/11.
*SP4 Gary Reynolds 4/17/71 F Troop, 2/11.
SP4 Fidencio Flores 4/23/71 Troop/Sqdn.??
*SP4 Hilbert Teeter 4/24/71 G Troop, 2/11.
*PFC Herbert Barnes 5/19/71 F Troop, 2/11.
*PFC Mickey Lane 5/19/71 F Troop,2/11. 

(name should be Lang?)
*Billy Wayne Disheroon 8-22- 71 E Troop, 2/11.
SGT Jack Garnes 10/30/71 Troop/Sqdn.??
SFC James Conley 11/07/71 Troop/Sqdn.??
SP5 Albert Robalin 12/28/71 Troop/Sqdn.??
*CPT William Clark 2/23/72 G Troop, 2/11.
*CPT Joseph Harris 4/8/72 HHT, 2/11.
*SGT Mike Aguilar 5/10/72 F Troop, 2/11. 

(possible wrong date?)
Send any information you may have to: email or address:
johnnydiamond@mindspring.com   or Battle46A@comcast.net 

John Sorich C. E. “Bill” Gregory, Jr.
5037 France Ave. So 720 Ashbrook Drive
Minneapolis, MN 55410 Hixson, TN 37343-1285

T
his will be my fourth and final

Scholarship drive as your Vice

President & Scholarship Chairman.

It has been very gratifying to see that the

efforts of all of us have helped out so many

of our children with their College & Trade

School education.

Each year the drive begins with the

mailing of the Calendar. I will get checks

for donations to the Scholarship starting in

early January. Your generosity is really

something to behold. The checks will con-

sistently flow from now till some time just

after our convention. Some of our mem-

bers donate to all requests, The Calendar,
The Raffle and The Silent Auction.

All of us donate what we can. We will

continue to count on you.

This last year we were able to give 16 of

our children Scholarships. Over half of the

applicants who applied received a

Scholarship. Your generosity is the reason

this happened. I remind applicants that

many who apply don’t get it on the first or

second try. If you are persistent in applying

your chances of being selected are greatly

enhanced. 

I hope this last year of my responsibili-

ty as Chairman we will set a new record in

giving. We who serve as volunteers on the

Board of Directors must be

optimistic…and I am.

The 11thACVVC membership is in the

area of 4,000 dues paying and Life mem-

bers. Last Scholarship season 844 donated

to the Calendar and some of the same folks

donated again to the raffle, the number

there was 730. You can see why I am opti-

mistic…there are many more who can help

with the Scholarship, so step up and do

what you can. The kids will benefit & in

doing so it brings blessings to us all! Mail

your donations in care of: 11thACVVC

Scholarship, John Sorich Chairman, 5037

France Ave. So., Minneapolis, MN  55410.  

Information on the Scholarship is on our

web site: www.11thcavnam.com or contact

me at: johnnydiamond@mindspring.com 

Some gave all, all can give some.

Allons,

John Sorich, 
Scholarship Chairman

Scholarship Drive 2003-2004 has begun.

Newsletter Deadlines 
The following are the due dates to sub-

mit articles for Thunder Run

First Quarter................Jan 15

Second Quarter............Apr 15

Third Quarter ..............Aug 15

Fourth Quarter ............Oct 15

This last year we were able to give 16
of our children Scholarships. Over half
of the applicants who applied received
a Scholarship. Your generosity is the
reason this happened.
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Joanne Rogers
Thomas Schmitt
Stephen Denka
Thomas Stastny
Ed Fortmon
Roger Beny
Scott Wardrope
Tanley Hauser
Dale Jensen
Joseph Rouillard
Fred Kontzelmonn
Edward Fegenbrish
David Drake
Randy Foster
Donald Whitney
Ernie Hedgcoth
Margaret Johnson
Thomas Helm
Edward Barnett
Duave Javoroski
R.W. Douglas
David Stark
Thomas Kirchoff
Steven Helgeson
Ken Walker
Allen Davenport
Robert Grossman
Cheryl Bowman
Robert Kaiser
Robert Fisher
Ronald Kelly
Richard Quick
Errol Brumm
Alexander Shogan Jr.
Edward Tinney
Charles Hack
Frank Ekert
Richie Bernard
Warren Childress
James Ondulick
Okey Wolfe
George S. Patton
Peter Cavieux
Kenneth Yoder
Blair Duplantis
Bruce Sweningson
Harold St.Clair
James Beckenhaupt
Martin Franklin
Donnald Detwiler
James Forester
Kenron Ritchie
Patrick Dempsey
Robert Gilbert
Richard Quinn
Kazuko Brisbee
Michael Watkins
Arthur Sevelius
Frederick Chattin
Edward Belinuas
Harold nicklas
William Gray
Roger Brownell
Richard Looft
Samuel Cassen
Ralph Utz
William Slusser
Arthur Smit
George Watts
Robert Hunt
Ernesto Williams
Charles Phillips
John Hien
Ernest Tietz
Anthony Mathews
Barry Farris

James Cox
James McGrain
Howard Shafer
Paul Saft
David Krzyzan
S. Vasey
Jose Vela
Harold Fremd
William Bellamy
Randy Foster
George Shookla
Jess Carpenter
Stephen Clement
Samuel Ramnytz
Robert Hooper
Charles Spahr
Roy Sorrell
Elwood Brown
Mark Berg
William Hadfield
Lonnie Burris
Merritt Durr
Thomas Taft
Ken Larson
James Adams
David Echolm
Harvey Beckham
Raymond Tarr
William Long
Michael Owsinski
John Grogg
Jerry Hollowman
Ken Geesey
Michael Craig
James Luedeke
Steven Evato
Jerry Movelock
Ross Higden
N. Wayne Fennicum
George Fancher
Richard Sullivan
David Spaulding
Brian Corbin
James Young
William Pfluger
Lavy Waters
Hubert Parish
Clifton Osborne
Stephen Moushegian
Bobby West
Michael Wilson
James Webster
Marvin Witt
Gerald Williamson
Dennis Carson
Kenneth Koppenal 
James Mathews
David Saxby
Kermit Slone
Randy Bodo
Keith Meyer
Kevin Overfield 
Herbert Gleditsch
Joseph Rehyansky
Dennis King
LW Clodfelter
Thomas Carr
Richard Hervatin
Steve Bryant
John Mutter
Gary Jacobs
Dennis Christman
Earl Thompson
Raymond Feia
Joseph Bullington
Frank Werker

Alvin Boles
Edwin gajkowski
Frank Christensen
Terry Opp
Clifton Plisch
James Zaun
Thomas Yochum
Walter McDonald
Benjamin Bailey
William Saadi
Ben & Nancy McGowan
Angel Pagan
Louis& Marsha Miller
William Merkle
Lynda & Glen Howser
Ronald & Cheryl Darnell
Merlin Baker
Ken Jankel
Raymond & Mary Ann Wright
Jeranek Agency Inc.
James Farrell
Luther Gee
Al Hernadez
Frank Lozon 
Clayton Scholz
Jesse & Nancy Rasberry
John Corey
Randy Richmond
John Raffety
Ronnie Gordon
James Alexander 
August Daub
Donald Helloewell
Gary Foster
Thomas Middaugh
George Ward
Paul Kwiencinski
Robert Brophy
Edward Nelson
Martin Storer
Ronald Fuller
William Fenner
Donald Horn
Irvin Stambaugh
Lee Duke
HG Stogner
Michael & Ruth Russell
George King
Keneth & Lola Murphy
Edward Lumpp
Homer Rusteberg
Roger Frye
Robert Mokry
Keneth Heithoff
Ben Washington
Bernard Malanrick
Victor Vela
Raymond Larson
Louis Schubrych
Edward Buening
Barney Brauker
Gustaf Holman
Larry Rothwell
Jerry Sowell
Robert Lee
Corneliues Gray
Ole Horgdal
Elanor & Roger Cooper
Raymond Trottier
William Knowlton
David Derk
C.M. Kuchenbuch
Don Timmons

Alexander Scott
Holt Rast
Thomas Harris
Cornelius & Carol Kunsy
Glenn Elsing
John Peckham

David Christensen
Dennis Kelly
Clarence & Diane McKillip
Robert Monprode
David McDonald
Guy Caporiccio
Michael & Barb bishop
John Roberts
Patricia West
Clint Heath
Steven Evans
Deborah & Lucian Young
Paul & Christine Macmillan
Roger & Lin Hale
Jim McElwain
George Krcelich
Joseph Lade
James Green
Edmundo Martinez
James Griffiths
William Baronti
Ray & Pat Banks
James Whorton
Jack Moyer
Dennis Freeman
Owen & Patty Hans
Carol White
William & Lucille Bowman
Roderick Gabbert
Gerald & Teresa Cole
John & Patricia Burghardt
Larry Scott
Prudencio Cordero
William Selch
Nicholas Posak
Frank Burse
Maynard Coffey
Charles Schmidt
AF Cochran
Raymond Auringer
Hazel Thomas
Douglas Menefee
James & Linda Walker
J.D. Woolard
Steve Johnson
Herbert Carpenter
Paul Burkett
Glen Mossengale
Michael Dietrich
John Getgood
John Wilcox
Wanda Rahrbough
Roy Adams
Ronald Somrak
Jerl & Polly Young
Chester Kopko

Richard Vail
Douglas Barnes
William Sweeny 
Milton Davis 
Donald & Joy Barnett
Gary Rieth
Irving Gall
David Thompson
Robert Sandlin
Russell Jones
Dennis Welch
James Leach
Stephen Dubravac
Darold Thoemke
Leo& Robin Krum
Ben Curti
Michael & Karen Wresch
Randall & Teda Long
Charels Stamey
Nicholas Lile
William & Deborah Wolfenden
Tim Smith
R.A. Cowell

Danny Connelly
Robert Sussman
Don Hoff
John Byers

Glenn McLendon
Robert & Pat Beck
William Trubeck
Ronald Green
Chuck Argento
Randall Hughes
Philip Fake 
Angela Strecker
James & Sherry Meredith
Carol Bertrand
Ben Guyer
James Snodgrass
William Johnson
William Fitzgerald
James Moore
Gordon Sutton
Greg Beisher
Gerald Arend
Michael Tighe
Joseph Berenda
Peter Echon
Jerry Mitchell
John Horner
Randy Brusse
Michael dinardo
James Reeves
Kibbey Horne
Dennis Aistine 
Richard Todd
Michael Cavsngh
Byron skinner
Jerry Hensley
Thomas Templer
Per Madsen
Paul Wagner
Thomas bowling
Daniel Kaufamn
Sherman smith
Roger E’Toile
David Like
Mary Shepler
Roger Cross
Robert Hawley
Allen Thomas
William Cleveland 
Richard Koziol
James Trusley
John Magnarelli
James Taylor
Donald Lafountaine
Gayle Gafford
Ramon Vega
Roddy Woodson
Betty Stapp
Walter Lakari
Alvin Badgett
Ben Tate
William Deberry
Michael Bonswor
James McCormick
William Bridges
John Effinger
Norman Linjord
John Wells
Gareth Burgman
Michael Peters
Patrick Olenchny
David Avery
George Ramey
Sheila Monroe
Ollie Pickral 
Billy Temple
Diana Baker
William Montgomery
John Enticknap

Harry & Sandra Montague
Vincent Giorgio
Dennis Jirik
Jeff Voss
Eldridge Sonnier
Clinton Meshew
Gerald Uzzi
Stephan Jones
Joseph Switek
Ralph Ware
Bill & Janet Brawn
Michael Bartiett
Eric Nielsen 
Raymond Majewski
John Raney
Gary Gehrig
Wesley Burk
Michael bourdeau
David Watters
Peter Semmelmeier
David & Lucy stout
Michael Bloese
Larry Kester
John Jordan
William Ryerson
Tim Ungurean
Andrew Robertson
William Gillette
Ralph Rasmussen

James Pennington
Harold McCready
Herbert Daub
Randall Fritz
Tim Yeider
Clifford Macdonald
Michael Simpson
F. Edward Jones
Richard & Janet Wagner
Richard Colman
Maxine Lassiter
Paul Garell
John Filbert
Paul Lariviere
James Cooke
J. Sterner
Donald & Barb Kunego
Frederick Elliot
Joseph Burke
Dale Sherman
Piere Lorio
Murray Pledger
Brenda Corbin
Richard Field
Jerry Mann
Charles Morrison
Theodore Wolas
Clinton Sanford
James Hains
Terry Davis
Michael Nechanicky
Verlon Bishop
Sammie Rogers
John Booth
Walter Ergish
Eldred & Peggy Schrader
Willaim Hancock
Wayne Mollhoff
Vincent Sanchez
John Quinlivan
Reinhold Hinz
Donald Hines
Steven Higgins
Joseph fuks
James Stampley

Robert Stuedemann
Melvin Patin
Duane Morris
David Wielnad

22000033  CCaalleennddaarr  DDoonnoorrss
471 donations totaling $ 9,225.00

Allons,Allons, Allons  —Thanks, John Sorich

1st Quarter, 2003 Thunder Run


